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hello

Looking for a “Whaley” good time? I couldn’t help myself, I
love a good pun. With this basket, I set out to create
something functional and nautical, while still containing an
element of cute. I mean, look at those whales!
As with all of my basket patterns, this pattern uses the
modified single crochet stitch often used with tapestry
crochet to create nice straight rows of stitches. You can find
a linked video tutorial of this stitch on my website under
“Tutorials.” More details about how to carry your yarn
throughout this pattern are on page 5.
Let’s set sail!

gather your supplies
Yarn:

Color A:
Color B:
Color C:
Color D:

BLUE – Yarn used in sample is Bernat Maker Home Dec in colorway Steel Blue
WHITE/NEUTRAL – Yarn used is Bernat Maker Home Dec in colorway Cream
BLACK – Yarn used is Bernat Maker Home Dec in colorway Black
RED - Yarn used is Bernat Maker Home Dec in colorway Woodberry

Hook:

4mm (G)

Other:

Tapestry needle, scissors, 1/2” cotton rope for handles (optional)
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gauge & sizing

Gauge is not important to this project, the bottom of your
basket will determine how wide your basket will be.
Using a smaller than normal hook size for this weight yarn
will help give your basket more sturdy sides.
Finished size of basket in photos is approximately 12” x 14”
See additional sizing information below.

additional sizing info

The design on the sides of this basket is a repeat of the
same 30 stitch segment. So as long as you begin your
basket bottom with 10 stitches, you can increase or
decrease your rounds by 3 (add or reduce by 3, 6, 9 rounds
etc.), and the same pattern repeat will apply. The design
repeat is the same all the way around the basket for each
row, so it should still be easy to follow the graph.

abbreviations
ch
dc
sl st

chain
double crochet
slip stitch

st
stitch
msc modified single crochet
(see details on pg. 5)
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basket bottom
With color A, Ch 4
Sl st into the first chain on the round to form a loop
Round 1 – ch 3 (this counts as first dc) 9 dc’s into the
center of the loop, join with a sl st into the top of the first
ch 3 of the round. (10)
R2 – ch 3 (this counts as first dc)1 dc into the same st. 2
dc’s into each remaining stitch around, join with a sl st into
the top of the first ch 3 of the round. (20)
R3 – ch 3 (this counts as first dc) 2 dc’s in next st. *dc in
next st, 2 dc’s in next st. Repeat from * to end, join with a sl st into the top of the first ch 3 of the round. (30)
R4 – ch 3 (this counts as first dc) dc, 2 dc’s in next st. *dc over next 2 sts, 2 dc’s in next st. Repeat from * to end, join
with a sl st into the top of the first ch 3 of the round. (40)
R5 – ch 3 (this counts as first dc) dc, 2 dc’s in next st. *dc over next 3 sts, 2 dc’s in next st. Repeat from * to end, join
with a sl st into the top of the first ch 3 of the round. (50)
R6-R12 – continue working circle increase rows, increasing the number of dc’s in the bolded text by 1 each round.
At 12 rounds, you should have 120 total stitches.
**NOTE – I stopped here for bottom width for my basket, but this pattern can easily be adjusted to make larger
baskets in the same pattern. See additional sizing information on page 3.
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basket sides
R13-18 - (Solid color rows) With color A, ch 1 to
begin the round and place a stitch marker in that ch
st. Begin using the modified single crochet stitch,
placing 1 msc in each stitch in the round. At the
end of each row, sl st into the st with the stitch
marker, and ch 1. Move the stitch marker to the
new ch st and begin your next row solid color. (120
here and throughout the rest of the pattern.)
R19-44 – Ch 1 to begin each round and move stitch
marker to that new ch st. Attach color B, begin
using the the graph on page 6. At the end of each
row, sl st into the st with the stitch marker, and ch 1.
Move the stitch marker to the new ch st and begin
your next row of the graph.
**NOTES ABOUT YARN MANAGEMENT – Beginning at
R19, you will be carrying both color A and color B
around the whole basket. Attach and carry color C
only on the rows where the graph calls for it. As you
crochet, work your msc over the other colors that
you are carrying. Every few stitches, give the carried
colors a tug just to make sure they don’t begin to
show through your stitches. For more details about
tapestry crochet techniques, check out
www.alltapestrycrochet.com and watch some of
their videos.
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pattern graph
The graph is worked right to left entirely using the modified single crochet stitch, which allows the stitches to
stack vertically, creating a nice clean pattern. Check out www.alltapestrycrochet.com for some great video
tutorials, or find a link to these tutorials under the “Tutorials” section on my website.

NOTE: If you choose to add rope handles to your basket, the stitches marked in red are where you will ch 2 to
create holes for the rope to be inserted. Please see instructions and photo on page 7.
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finishing details (optional)
Crab Stitch Edge

For an extra touch of the nautical vibe, I chose to add a red
and white striped crab stitch edge to the top of my basket.
You could also do a solid crab stitch edge if preferred.
After you have completed all rows of the graph, cut color A,
but leave color B attached, and attach color D. Then, working
in the opposite direction (backwards across the top of the
basket), do your crab stitches alternating between color B
and color D. A fantastic video tutorial of the crab stitch by
Bella Coco Crochet is linked on my website under the
“tutorials” section.

Handles

For handles this time, I decided to use rope. I felt it added to the
overall nautical theme, it turned out SO CUTE, and was so simple.
On the graph, where you see RED LINES, instead of msc into the 2
highlighted stitches, you’ll ch 2 creating a small hole and
continuing to carry color A across the hole, then reconnect after
skipping 2 sts and keep working your graph, leaving 4 small 2stitch gaps that look like the photo.
Cut two pieces of ½” cotton rope to about a 10” length.
Feed your rope pieces into the holes created, and knot them
securely on the inside of the basket. Trim off any excess rope. 7

The End

** Please do not edit, reproduce, or sell this pattern.
You may sell items made from this pattern, a credit
back to my website or instagram feed is always
appreciated!

thank you

Thank you so much for your support of my patterns
and designs. If you make something from this
pattern, I’d love to see it! Message or tag me in the
following places:

www.stuffstephmakes.com

@steph.lewis

thestuffstephmakes@gmail.com
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